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MEDIA RELEASE 

Launch of World’s First Standards for the TCM Industry 

These standards aim to raise the professionalism of TCM physicians and consumer 
acceptance and confidence in the TCM practice 

Sunday, 5 June 2016, Singapore: The Singapore Manufacturing Federation – Standards 

Development Organisation (SMF-SDO) together with SPRING Singapore have introduced two 

new voluntary Singapore Standards (SS) on the use of terminology and prescription labelling in 

Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM)1. Besides raising the professionalism of the TCM industry, 

these standards have been developed to elevate the quality of TCM practice and thereby 

enhance consumer acceptance and confidence. 

Both a world's first, the SS 613 : 2016  recommends the adoption of simplified Chinese and 

hanyu pinyin for common Chinese medicine while the SS 614 : 2016 recommends suitable 

labellings for prescriptions by TCM physicians. 

  Enhancing Professionalism and Confidence  

The Singapore TCM industry has grown due to  increasing demand for natural alternative 

medicines. According to the Ministry of Health, the number of registered TCM physicians in 

Singapore has increased by more than 50 per cent in the past 10 years2. With the rising demand 

for TCM in Singapore, the Working Group on TCM3 under the Singapore Standards Council 

initiated the development of these voluntary industry standards to enhance the professionalism 

of TCM physicians and instil greater confidence in TCM amongst consumers.  

Strengthening Communication of TCM 

SS 613 : 2016 serves to standardise the terminology of Chinese medicine and formulae used in 

the local TCM industry. Over the years, Chinese medicine has acquired multiple names across 

lanugages. As the standardisation of names used across these languages may not be possible, it 

is essential to have a standard for common Chinese medicine and standard formulae. This 

Singapore Standard recommends TCM physicians to use simplified Chinese or hanyu pinyin 

names to support accurate dispensing of medication as well as systematic documentation on 

                                                             
1
 Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), which was first introduced to Singapore by Chinese migrants over a century 

ago, has always maintained its presence locally. The passing of the Chinese Physicians Act was formalised by the 
Singapore Parliament in November 2000 to recognise TCM as a form of complementary medical care. 
2
 As of 2015, there over 2,800 registered practitioners. 

3 The Working Group, National Mirror Working group for ISO/TC 249 TCM, is managed by the Singapore 

Manufacturing Federation – Standards Development Organisation under the guidance of the Singapore Standards 
Council and SPRING. 



 

 

prescription labels. For example, Ginseng is also known as 人参 in Chinese or ren shen in hanyu 

pinyin,  and Radix Ginseng in Latin. SS 613 harmonises the name of this herb by recommending 

TCM physicians to use its Chinese name or hanyu pinyin (人参 or ren shen) when prescribing or 

identifying Ginseng. Adoption and implementation of SS 613 : 2016 will improve communication 

amongst TCM physicians and between physicians and their patients. 

SS 614 : 2016 provides a guide for prescription labels for Chinese medicine. Chinese 

medications, in the form of tablets, concoctions, powder or herbs, are commonly prescribed to 

patients post TCM diagnosis. These medications are typically packed into re-sealable plastic 

bags, paper wrappings or bottles for patients’ consumption or application. Proper labelling of 

these prescriptions on their respective packaging will help to provide clear instructions on how 

to administer the medication.  The recommended prescription labels are designed to improve 

patients’ understanding of the medication, enhance safe medication usage and minimise the 

risks of medication errors. 

The Traditional Chinese Medicine Practitioners Board4 is supportive of this move to enhance the 

practice of TCM through harmonisation of nomenclature of traditional medicine.  

Convener of the Working Group for TCM, Dr Swee Yong Peng said, “As TCM continues to gain a 

foothold in the medical industry, it is imperative that relevant industry best practice standards 

are developed. These standards will help to enhance the understanding and receptiveness of 

TCM by the public.”  

“Standards such as SS613 and SS614 help standardise common medicinal terms and prescription 

labels which enhances patient-physician communication and hence improve the quality of 

service delivered by TCM physicians. In the longer term, this will enhance the professionalism of 

our TCM physicians in Singapore,” said Ms Choy Sauw Kook, Assistant Chief Executive, Quality 

and Excellence, SPRING Singapore. 

Mr Lim Yeow Wah, Vice President of the Singapore Chinese Physicians’ Association (SCPA) said, 

“We look forward to raising the profile of the TCM profession with the adoption and 

implementation of these standards. As a TCM physician and trainer, I believe this initiative will 

go a long way to improve the quality of TCM products and the public’s confidence towards the 

practice.” 

                                                             
4 The Traditional Chinese Medicine Practitioners Board (TCMPB) is a statutory board established under the Traditional 
Chinese Medicine Practitioners Act 2000. TCMPB registers TCM practitioners (both acupuncturists and TCM 
physicians), accredits TCM institutions and TCM courses for the purpose of registration and regulates the professional 
ethics and conduct of registered TCM practitioners. 

 



 

 

What’s next  

SMF-SDO will be organising  standards adoption workshops for the TCM industry players in the 

second half of 2016 to provide in-depth information on both standards.  
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About Singapore Manufacturing Federation-Standards Development Organisation (SMF-SDO) 

http://www.smf-sdo.org.sg/  

The Singapore Manufacturing Federation was appointed by SPRING Singapore on 1 April 2011 as 

the Standards Development Organisation in the areas of biomedical, food, general engineering 

& safety, as well as manufacturing. SMF-SDO administers the development, promotion and 

implementation of standards in these areas to meet the needs of industry and regulators. SMF-

SDO is guided by the industry-led Singapore Standards Council, which provides advice on the 

directions, policies, strategies and priorities for the Singapore Standardisation Programme. 

 

About SPRING Singapore  

www.spring.gov.sg 

SPRING Singapore is an agency under the Ministry of Trade and Industry responsible for helping 

Singapore enterprises grow and building trust in Singapore products and services. As the 

national standards and accreditation body, SPRING develops and promotes an internationally-

recognised standards and quality assurance infrastructure. SPRING also oversees the safety of 

general consumer goods in Singapore. As the enterprise development agency, SPRING works 
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with partners to help enterprises in financing, capability and management development, 

technology and innovation, and access to markets.  

 

About Singapore Standards Council (SSC) 

www.spring.gov.sg/standards 

The industry-led Singapore Standards Council (SSC) approves the establishment and withdrawal 

of Singapore Standards and advises SPRING Singapore, the national standards body, on the 

directions, policies, strategies and priorities for the Singapore Standardisation Programme. The 

Council has appointed 12 Standards Committees to lead standards development and 

implementation in various functional areas. Under these Standards Committees, various 

Technical Committees and Working Groups, which comprise representatives from the industry, 

professional bodies, associations, academia and government agencies, are formed to undertake 

the preparation and promotion of standards.  
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